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0 ſuch as are fully perſwaded 
of the Truth of the Chriftian 

2 Religion, and of the Neceſſity 
of receiving and ſubmitting to 
it in order to Salvation, it 
muſt be Matter of great Concern to find 


Men disbelieving it themſelves; and much 


more to ſee them endeavouring to draw off 

others alſo from the Belief of it. | 
Or the former Sort, I truſt, there are 

great Numbers, and among them I defire to 


be reckoned. And fince there are ſome, 
who, by their Writings, ſeem to have placed 
themſelves among the latter, I ſhall beg 


their Leave to expreſs my Concern for them, 
e % (as 


— 


447 


(as alſo for thoſe who are carrying on the U 
ſame Deſign more ſecretly) by deſiring 
them to reflect ſeriouſly on the Conſequence 4 
of their doing ſo. 8 e 
BEFORE they proceed any further in 
their Attempts, I would beg them to con- 
ſider theſe plain Queſtions. Are they ſure 
that the Chriſtian Religion is not from 
Gop? Have they any Evidence which 
amounts to 4 ſatisfactory Proof that it is 
not? If they have, let it be produced in a 
| ſober, ſerious Way; ſuch as becomes Men 
who undertake to write on a Subject of 
the laſt Importance. But if they have not 
ſuch Evidence, what are all their Doubts, 
and Scruples, and Cavils, with which they 
perplex themſelves, and endeavour to puz- 
zle others— what will they ſignifie? And 
what a poor Excuſe will they appear, if 
they ſhould at laſt ſtand to be judged before 
Him, who has declared, that He that be- 
lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 
1 IJEsus CHRIST has declared this. And 
| are they ſure, I again ask, that it is not true? 
| Have they any real Proof or Evidence that 
flit is not? if they have, they may be at 
Eaſe. But if they have not, ſurely a little 
cool Reflection on their Endeavours to ſub- 
vert his Religion, muſt make them trem- 
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I am nor deſirous to diſquiet them with 
vain Fears. I would not ſuggeſt Terror to 
them, nor to any one, where there is none. 
But the Queſtions I have put, they muſt 
own, deſerve Conſideration. And if they 
have not yet put them to themſelves, let me 


prevail with them to do it now, with the ut- 


moſt Seriouſneſs and Attention 

Ir is very eaſie to raiſe Doubts and Scru- 
ples in the plaineſt Matters. Scarce any 
Thing 1s ſo evident, or certain, as to be 


liable to no Difficulties or Objections. But 


in all Matters of Importance, at leaſt, ſnould 
we not conſider, whether the Difficulties 
and Objections, which may be urg'd againſt 
any Propoſition, do ſo far overballance the 


Evidence on the other Side, as to give us an 


abſolute Certainty of its being falſe? They 
muſt own this to be reaſonable. This there- 
fore, for their own Sake, is what I beg of 
them, and what, in Charity, I will yet hope 
they will be perſwaded to do, in relation to 
the Chriſtian Faith. 3 

I am in no Pain, I aflure them, for the 


Chriſtian Religion. It will ſtand, I doubt 


not, ſupported by its own Evidence, and 


the Power of its divine Author. What may 


be the Effect of their Endeavours on this 


Nation, indeed, I know not; nor how far the 
great Wickedneſs and Corruption of the 


Age, may provoke Gop to puniſh us, by 


ſuffering a Spirit of Infidelity to enter, and 
| to 


TEN 
to ſpread it ſelf in the Nation. But that 
neither they, nor any others, will be able 
to overturn the Chriſtian Faith, I am well 
ſatisfied. The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. And if we are to be deprived of 
it, Gop will yet vouchſafe the Bleſſing to 
ſuch as are more worthy of it. | 

Wr have Reaſon enough to fear the 
Judgments of Gop, even the greateſt and 
heavieſt of all his Judgments, his depriving 
us of the Light of the Goſpel. Bur if we 
are ripe for this Judgment, and it is in any 
Meaſure coming upon us, yet are they not 


afraid of having a Share in the Guilt of 


bringing it on us? Are they willing, or 
will they be able, to anſwer to the great 


| Redeemer for all thoſe Souls which, by their 


Means, may be perverted from the Way of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, $23 

TAE will not deny—-at leaſt I do not 
find that they have yet denied, that the Go- 


ſpel of Chriſt teaches the Way of Gop in 


Truth ; that it recommends, inculcates and 
injoins real Piety and Goodneſs, and moſt 


effectually diſcountenances and forbids all a 


kinds of Vice and Wickedneſs. To what 
purpofe then are their Endeavours to draw 
Men off from the Belief of it? Will Men 
hve better when they are ſet at Liberty from 
the Reſtraints of the Goſpel ? Or will the Law 


of Reaſon be a more effectual Check upon 


their Behaviour, than what they believe, at 
leaſt, to be a Law from Heaven? Bor 


171 
Bur whether, or no, it be a Law from Hea- 
ven, depends not on their Belief. Every one 
will at laſt find that it is. And fince that is 
to be the Caſe, and all muſt appear before 
the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, what Excuſe 
will Men then be able to make for their 
leading others into the Disbelief of its Au- 
thority, and the Neglect of its holy Rules 
JJ 7 

J forbear to ask, at preſent, what their 
Followers will be able to plead for them - 
ſelves, for regarding their Inſinuations and 
Suggeſtions againſt its Truth and Authority. 
Let me firſt preſs the Matter a little further 
on their Leaders, and beſeech them to con- 
ſider, what will become of them, if the Lord 
Jz8vs ſhould come from Heaven to judge 
them and all the World---If he ſhould call 
them to anſwer, not only for their own Un- 
belief, but for theirs alſo, to whom they 
have been the Occaſion of disbelieving his 
_ Goſpel? | 
Cong He will, whether they will now 
believe it or not. He has himſelf declared 
that he will. And that he declared the 
Truth, God has given Affarance to all Men, 
in that he hath raiſed him from the Dead. 
LEH them then, for once let them 


imagine Him to be come, and themfelves 


ſtanding before his awful Tribunal. What 
Confuſion, what Horror of Mind, what Re- 
morſe, what Anguiſh in their Conſcience, 

I muſt 


ful Judge? But can we now ask it? Can 


C81 
muſt they then feel! There will be no need 


of Accuſers, or any one to aggravate their 
Guilt, they will then confeſs, when they 


| ſhall ſee him, whom they ſer at nought and 


deſpiſed, and whom they encouraged others 


to disbelieve and reject, array'd with hea- 


venly Glory, and ready to charge them with 
their profeſſed Oppoſition to his gracious 
Purpole of redeeming loſt Mankind. 
AND yet Accufers they will have, who 


will aggravate their Guilt, and call aloud tor 


the Sentence of Juſtice upon them. Thoſe 
unhappy Souls, of whoſe Unbelief they ſhall 
have been the Occation, will then be for 
ſhifting off their Gulilt upon them. From 


them they learned to doubt, by them they 
were encouraged to disbelieve, by them the 


were hardened in lighting the gracious Of- 
fers of the Goſpel. To them, therefore, they 


will impute their Guilt, and load them 


with their Accuſations. 8 

AND 1s this, they will then ſay Is this 
what we have got by the ſo much contended 
for Liberty of publiſhing our Errors and 
propagating our Unbelief? Could we not 
have been contented to be miſtaken ourſelves, 


without drawing others into the Snare, and 


increaſing our own, by the Participation of 
their Guilt ? For our own private Errors, or 


Miſapprehenſions, or Doubts, who knows but 


we might have found Mercy from a merci- 


we 


nothing of that Modeſty, or Humility, or 


[9] 


we hope for it, when we have been reſtleſs 
in our Endeavours to ſpread them, and 


ſtudied all the Ways and Means of doing 
it the molt effectually? 15 OR 


I appeal to themſelves, whether they do 
not think that theſe, or the like, will be 
the ſtinging Reflections of their own Con- 


ſciences, when the Lord JEsUs comes to 


judge the World? whether they can ima- 


gine it to be poſſible for Men in their Caſe, 


to appear before Him with leſs Remorſe and 
leſs Horror than is here ſuppoſed ? Indeed, 
were it my own Caſe, I ſhould fear it would 
be much greater. But I forbear every 
Thing which may look like Aggravation; 


my Deſign being only to awaken their Con- 
ſciences, and to engage them to think, before 
it be too late, of the Things which relate to 


their everlaſting Peace. And may the Grace 
of Gop accompany my Endeavours. 
Bur they will ſay, perhaps, that my En- 


deavours might have been ſpared; ſince 
they publiſh'd their Difficulties and Obje- 
ctions only for Information, and to ſee if 


learned Men could remove them. 

I wiſh there were any Room to make this 
Excuſe for them. Bur indeed, 'the Manner 
of their Writing ſeems to leave little Room 
to think, or even to hope, that they pub- 
liſhed their Difficulties or Objections, from 
a Deſire of being better informed. We ſee 


Sin- 


L 10 J 

Sincerity, which Men are wont to expreſs, 
when their Minds are oppreſſed with Doubts, 
and they defirous to have them removed. 
On the contrary, every Difficulty is ſtated 
li in the moſt invidious Manner, with an Air 
[| of Confidence and Aſſurance, and even of 
5 Snear and Banter. Fhis is not writing 
like Men that deſire Information. It is do- 
| ing all they can to prejudice the Unwary, 
'N and ro furniſh the loofe Part of Mankind 
„ with Scoffs and Cavils, n the Chri- 
| ſtian Faith. 
K Now if this be, ad who tors not oe that 
it is, the Manner of their writing, I leave 
them to judge, whether there be any Room 
i to make the abovementioned Pretence in 
their Favouf ? or, whether they can imagine 
that it will abide the Trial of the righteous | 
Judge ? They may bear it out for a while 
with Men, and by their pretending to de- 
fire nothing but a Liberty for free Debate, 
deceive the Unwary into an Opinion of their 
Sincerity. But this will not do at the laſt 
great Day. They cannot impoſe on the 
oreat Searcher of Hearts. But amongſt 
other Aggravations of their Guilt, He, 
doubtleſs, will reckon the very manner of 
their Writing. | 

BESIDESõ, if better Information was ithe 
only Thing they aim'd at, why do they not 
ſhew themſelves ready ro receive it? If they 
really are a for Truth, it has been 
ſhewn 
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ſhewn them plainly enough. Their Diffi- 
culties have been either fairly removed, or 
ſhewn to be of no Weight. In ſome Things 
particularly, they have been ſo evidently 
proved to be miſtaken, that it is not to be 
conceived but that they themſelves muſt ſee 
it. Why, then, are not theſe, at leaſt, ac- 


knowledg'd to be Miſtakes? Why is not 


this Evidence, at leaſt, of their Sincerity 
given ? Why do they not ſer us an Exam- 


ple of the Benefit of free Debate (as they call 
it) and encourage us to like their Propoſals 


for giving an univerſal Liberty to it, (tho 
indeed, I do not ſee that greater Liberty 
can be given, than has been already taken) 
by ſhewing us that it is the Way, to bring 
Men to an Acknowledgment of their Mi- 
ſtakes? But | RS 

I have done, and ſhall beg Leave to con- 
clude with my Prayers, that Gop may 


grant them Repentance to the Acknowledg- 


ment of the Truth: that He may magnifie 
the Power of his Grace, in bringing them 


to a Senſe of their Guilt, and the Greatneſs 


of his Mercy in forgiving it, for the Sake of 
our ever-blefſed Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Live in a Part of the World, 
WW 1 bleſs God, in which I can only 

| judge from what I hear, of the 
Progreſs of Infidelity. What 
Ground it gets, or what Number 
of Proſelytes is made, or like to be made 
to it, I cannot ſay upon my own Knowledge. 


1 would hope, indeed, that the Number is 
not very great. But be it great or ſmall, 


I know not how to think of ſuffering them 


to quit all their Intereſt in the Comforts, 


the Benefits, and the Privileges of the Go- 
ſpel, without deſiring them to conſider what 
they are doing, and what will be the Conſe- 
quence of renouncing their Faith in Chriſt. 
IF Chriſtianity offered Men no Advan- 
tages, it would not be matter of Surpriſe to 
find them willing to quit it, and ready to 
give Heed to ſuch as endeavour to ſeduce 
them from it. But what ſhould make them 
willing to quit a Religion which is for their 
Comfort and Benefit in this Life, and which 


offers them, likewiſe, endleſs Happineſs and 
Glory in a Life after Death ? Ir betrays 


great Corruption of Mind, or great Weak- 


##: - 


1 


neſs of Judgment, to be ready to quit ſuch 
a Religion: Since, if it can by any means 
be proved to be true, it is every Man's In- 
tereſt to embrace it. 

Wu Ar ve deſire, then, of thoſe who are 
upon any Account ready to quit the Belief 
of it, is, to conſider well, whether they can 
prove it to be falſe, or whether they can 
diſprove the Evidence, upon which we be- 
lieve and aſſert it to be true ? If they could 
do either of theſe Things, there would be 
no Force in what is urged, from the Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings of the Goſpel, to lead 
Men to the Belief of Chriſt's Religion. 
But ſince they can do neither of them, how 
can they excuſe themſelves now, or how 
will they anſwer it at the laſt great Day, if 
they renounce the Bel ief and Profeſſion of it? 

ART Fu Inſinuations againſt it they may 
meet with in Books, as well as empty Ca- 
vils and prophane Scoffs in common Con- 
verſation. But are theſe Things Proofs? 
or, would they themſelves eſteem them to 
be ſuch in any other Matter, of but half 
the Importance that Religion 1s ? 

Now, if theſe Things be not, and certain 
it is that they are not Proofs, it ſurely 

concerns thoſe who are inclined to take 
them for ſuch, to conſider the Account they 
muſt one Day give, of their Faith and Con- 
duct in religious Matters. They cannot be 
ſure that they ſhall not be called to give an 


Ac- 
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Account of it. And if: they ſhould, what 
will they be able to plead for themſelves, or 
what Anſwer will they make to ſuch Que- 
ſtions as theſe ? | TEETH 

W As not the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſufficiently atteſted by the Miracles, 
Wonders and Signs which were wrought by 
its Divine Author ? Did you not know that 
Go ſet to his Seal, and gave Men the greateſt 
Aſſurance of its Truth, by raiſing Him from 
the Dead? Did you not know at leaſt, 
might you not have known, that the Cavils 
and Exceptions, which were made againſt 
theſe Things, did not amount to a Diſproof 
of them ? Was it not often proved, and made 
plain, that no Facts ever were, or ever could 
be, ſupported with better Evidence than 
theſe ? And how then how came it to paſs, 
that you were ſo eaſily moved and drawn in 
to renounce your Faith in Chriſt, by the 
ſlight Inſinuations and Arts of thoſe who 
lay in wait to deceive? 

He that believeth not the Record which God 
gave of his Son, hath made him a Lyar. It is, 
therefore, no indifferent Matter whether Men 
believe or not. If Go p has given his Teſti- 
mony to the Goſpel, it is offering the higheſt 

Affront to Him not to believe it. It is in- 
deed making him a Lyar. And how will they 
abide the Day of his coming, who ſhall be 
found guilty of doing this ? 1 


SHOULD 


15 J 


SHouUuLD not Men conſider, then, whe- 
ther they have any ſufficient Aſſurance that 
Gop has not given his Teſtimony to the Go- 

ſpel, before they renounce the Belief of it? 
& they anſwer it to themſelves— Can they 
_ excuſe themſelves from Lightneſs and cri- 
minal Weaknefs, if they renounce it ras 
having ſuch Afforance ? 


Ab ! tantamne Rem tam negligenter—? 


ENTER into your Cloſets then, all ye chat 
find yourſelves inclined to renounce the Go- 
ſpel — enter into your Cloſets, and commune 
there ſeriouſly with your own Hearts. Ask 
yourſelves whether you are upon any good 
Grounds fatisfied and ſure that the Gofpel is 
a Cheat and an Impoſture? Whether you are 
ſo fure of this, as to venture all your Hopes 
of Gov's Favour upon this fingle Point? 
If it be not a Cheat, you will ſtand con- 
demn'd not only by the expreſs Declara- 
tions of it, but alſo by the plain Reaſons of 
the Thing, for making God a Lyar, if you 
ſhou'd renounce it. Be prevail'd with, 
therefore, to examine this Matter with 
chat Seriouſneſs and Impartiality which is 
due to ir. Be pteraiłd with not to re- 
gard artful Inſinuations, or empty Cavils, 
but to be ſure that you have plain and direct 
Proof, that the Goſpel is a Cheat, before 
Tu venture to FENGURCE it. 


is 
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T Is Charity to your Souls, and a real 
Concern to ſee you quitting the Hopes of a 
bleſſed Immortality, and plunging your 
ſelves into endleſs Miſery, which makes me 
write thus. The bleſſed Jeſus hath loved 
you, and redeemed you with His own Blood, 
and you are in Danger of being ſeduced 
to loſe the Benefit of His Love. And 
ſhould we not call after you, and beſeech 
you to beware of ſuch as would ſeduce 
you? Would you forgive us at the laſt 
great Day, if we fat ſtill, and us'd no En- 

deavours to prevent your falling into the 
Snare, which they are laying for your 

Souls? £ „ 
No; you would then cry out, and blame 
our want of Pity and Compaſſion. Suffer 
us then to ſhew it now, by beſeeching you 
to beware of Seducers. Suffer us to ſhew 
you your Danger, and count us not your 
Enemies, becauſe: we tell you the Truth. 
Knowing the Terror of the Lord, we per- 
fwade Men; ſaid St. Paul. And did He 
not know it? Did he not ſhew that he 
new the Goſpel he preached was true, by 
ſealing it with his Blood); 

What could induce Him - What could 
induce any of the Apoſtles, to preach the 
Goſpel, but their full Aſſurance and un- 
doubted Knowledge of the Truth of it? 
Could they propoſe to themſelves any 
worldly Motives? Did they not . 

— _ 


Lia) 
did they not find that they ſhould draw 
upon themſelves Perſecution, and the moſt 
cruel Deaths, by their giving Teſtimony to 
the Goſpel? And yet they all perſiſted, 
and continued to do it, to the very laſt. 
And what could be the Reaſon of their do- 
ing ſo, hut this, that they knew the Terrors 


of the Lord, and that they were bound to obey 


God, rather than Men ? 

They all teſtified the ſame Things, they 
all met with the ſame cruel Uſage, they 
were all forewarn'd and aflur'd by Chriſt 
himſelf, that they were to expect no better. 
Is it poſſible, then, for the Things they 
teſtify'd to be not true? If it be, 'tis in 


vain to pretend to any Certainty in Mat- 


ters of Fact, or that we can have an 


Aſſurance of them from the Teſtimony of 
others. 


Let it be conſider'd then, that the Apo- 


ſtles reſtify'd of Matters of Fact. They 
declai'd that the bleſſed JESUS wrought 
many Miracles, was crucify' d, put to Death, 
and roſe again from the Dead, and then 
aſcended into Heaven. Theſe Things they 


affirm'd themſelves to know, and to have 


ſeen with their own Eyes. Now, if in this 
they affirm'd the Truth, the Conſequence 


makes it ſelf, viz. That Feſus is the Son 


of God, and Fudge of Quick and Dead, 


according to His Goſpel. And that they 


did affirm the Truth, they gave the greateſt 


Evi- 
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Evidence that poſſibly could be given, 
and greater than was ever yet given to any 
other Matter of Fact whatſoever. 

Ir then, we will allow any Thing to be 
certain which we have not ſeen with our 
own Eyes, we muſt allow it to be certain 
that the Lord JESUS did work Miracles, 
and riſe from the Dead, and aſcend into 
Heaven. We can have no greater Certain- 
ty of any Thing, which we have not ſeen 
with our own Eyes; nor have we ſo much 
Certainty of any other Thing, which we 
believe upon the Teſtimony of others. We 
challenge the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian 
Faith to name any ancient Facts which are 
ſo well ſupported as the Miracles, and Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt. And till 
they do, we muſt inſiſt upon it, that we have 
more Reaſon to be certain of theſe Things, 
than we or they have to be certain of any 
Thing, either in ancient or Modern Hiſtory. 

W1TH the utmoſt Aſſurance, then, we af- 
firm that the Lord Jxsvs did work Mira- 
cles, and riſe from the Dead, and aſcend into 
Heaven. And what is the Conſequence of 
this? Why, that here He nou ſits at the 
right Hand of the Majeſty on high, and from 
thence will come again to judge the World, 
according to his Goſpel. 

Now feeing theſe Things are ſo, whe- 
ther Men will hear, or- whether they will 
forbear, we cannot help deſiring that they 

would 


f 

would endeavour to be found of Him in 
Peace: that they would receive His Goſpel 
in Sincerity of Heart, and prepare them- 
ſelves for the Joys it offers, by Purity of Life. 
Out of pt. 4 to Him, who has redeemed 


us with his own Blood. Out of Love to 


their Souls, which can be ſav'd only by Him 
we cannot but wiſh that they would conti- 
nue in the Faith which they have receiv'd. 
And if they will not thank us for theſe De- 
fires and Wiſhes now, we know they will do 
it hereafter, when both they, and we, ſhall 
ſtand before the Judgment Seat of CHRIST. 
THERE we muſt all appear. The Apo- 
ſtate and the Unbeliever, the careleſs and the 
wicked, as well as the pious Chriſtian, mu 
there appear. We are not doubtful in this 
Matter; and if Men will make themſelves ſo, 
let them not take it amiſs if we forewarn 
them of the Danger of ſuch Doubts, and 


much more of profeſs'd Unbelief. We know 
whom we have believed: and we know too 


what Comfort and Joy we have in believing. 
And if we deſire that they, who are yet 
Strangers to this Comfort and Joy, may be 
brought to partake with us therein, they 
may forgive us this wrong. - 

God was in Chriſt reconciling the World to 


Himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes. This 
is our Faith. And in this we rejoyce, with a 


Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. And fo will 
every one, in whom this Faith worketh by 
Love, 
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So will every one, who loves the Lord Feſus 
in Sincerity, and by a patient Continuatet inn 
Well doing, ſeeks for Glory and Immortal, 
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Bur what will hey do, who believe not- 
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ſav'd them; but they lik'd not His Method 
of Salvation. He offer'd them Mercy thro' 
the Blood of a Redeemer; but they rejected 


the graCious Offer. They . truſted to their 


own Righteouſneſs, and to the Fruit of their 
own. Doings. According to their Doings, 
therefore, will they have; according to the 


Works of their Hands will it be recompenced 


them. They ſhall ſee the Salvation of God, 


but not for themſelves. They ſhall ſee it | 


extended to every humble, pious Believer ; 
while they themſelves muſt be left, to be- 
wail their Folly in a miſerable Eternity. 

To prevent which, while they have yet 
Time to eſcape, theſe plain Conſiderations 
are, in great Charity, laid before them. And 
may that God, who put it into my Heart to 
offer them, make them effectul. 


J Hin be Ghoy for ever. 
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8 OP, and obey not the Goſpel of C HRIST? 
What Hope can they have? On whom can 
they truſt for Salvation? Gop would have 
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